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Transformational, Transactional and Laissez — Faire
Leadership Styles of Elementary School Principals in the
State of Kuwait and their Relation to Teachers' Job
Satisfaction
Prepared by
Haia Al Hemaidy Al Ja'mee
Supervised by
Prof. Abbas A. Mahdi Al-Sharifi
Abstract

This study aimed at finding out the level of practicing
transformational, transactional and laissez — faire leadership styles, by
elementary school principals in the State of Kuwait, and their relation to
teachers' job satisfaction.

The sample consisted of (368) female teachers. They were drawn from
the population of the study by using proportional stratified random sample.
Two instruments were used to collect data. The first was Multifactor
Leadership Questionnaire, (MLQ-5x), to measure the level of practicing the
three leadership styles. The second was the job satisfaction questionnaire,
to measure the level of teachers' job satisfaction. The findings of the study
were as the following:

- The level of practicing the three leadership styles by elementary

school principals was medium, from female teachers' point of view.

The transactional leadership style came in the first rank. Its mean

was (3.35) with a standard deviation of (0.43). The transformational



leadership style came in the second rank; its mean was (3.24) with a
standard deviation of (0.67). The laissez — faire leadership style came
in the third and final rank. Its mean was (2.38), with a standard
deviation of (0.59).

- The level of female teachers' job satisfaction in elementary schools
in the state of Kuwait, was medium, from their point of view. The
mean was (2.81) with a standard deviation of (0.42).

- There was a positive significant relationship at (a<0.01), between the
level of practicing the three leadership styles: transformational,
transactional and laissez — faire, and the level of female teachers' job

satisfaction.

In light of the findings, the researcher recommended the following:
- Organizing training sessions for elementary school principals in the
State of Kuwait, to clarify to clarify the concepts and dimensions of
the three leadership styles.
- Conducting a survey study to find out the demands and needs of

female teachers in different fields of school work.
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